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INTRODUCTION	  	  

Site	  16	  from	  
Little	  Falls	  ESA	  Construction	  Task	  Order	  Package	  2.	  This	  site	  had	  an	  originally	  chosen	  access	  route	  from	  2012	  
that	  is	  very	  similar	  to	  Option	  C	  described	  below.	  Site	  16	  is	  located	  in	  the	  Town	  of	  Somerset	  in	  Chevy	  Chase,	  MD.	  
This	  site	  does	  not	  have	  a	  signed	  permit	  from	  the	  Town	  of	  Somerset	  to	  perform	  the	  sewer	  rehabilitation	  and	  
stream	  restoration	  at	  this	  project	  site.	  Based	  on	  previous	  meetings	  with	  the	  Town	  of	  Somerset	  it	  was	  requested	  
by	  the	  Town	  that	  WSSC	  further	  evaluate	  access	  route	  options	  for	  Site	  16,	  which	  is	  located	  behind	  the	  residential	  
area	  of	  the	  Town	  in	  Somerset	  Park.	  

Three	  access	  routes	  were	  outlined	  by	  the	  Town	  of	  Somerset	  for	  further	  evaluation,	  these	  access	  routes	  are	  
outlined	  below:	  	  

 Option	  A	   	  Access	  begins	  in	  the	  parking	  lot	  of	  the	  Vinton	  Park	  Community	  Pool.	  From	  the	  parking	  lot	  the	  
route	  would	  traverse	  north	  through	  the	  woods	  along	  a	  hiking	  trail	  then	  to	  the	  east,	  following	  the	  stream	  
and	  sewer	  lines,	  for	  approximately	  1,500	  feet.	  

 Option	  B	   	  Access	  through	  the	  Somerset	  House	  condominium	  community.	  Access	  through	  the	  dog	  park	  
adjacent	  to	  the	  Parc	  Somerset	  condominium	  building	  traversing	  north	  into	  the	  woods	  approximately	  
500	  feet.	  	  

 Option	  C	   	  Access	  off	  the	  southbound	  lane	  of	  Wisconsin	  Avenue,	  just	  south	  of	  Dorsett	  Avenue,	  traversing	  
southwest	  approximately	  1,000	  feet.	  

These	  three	  access	  routes	  are	  
the	  best	  alternative.	  	  

	  

ACCESS	  ROUTE	   	  OPTION	  A	  

Access	  Route	   Option	  A 	  begins	  in	  the	  parking	  lot	  of	  the	  Vinton	  Park	  Community	  Pool.	  From	  the	  parking	  lot	  the	  
route	  would	  traverse	  north	  through	  the	  woods	  along	  a	  hiking	  trail	  then	  to	  the	  east,	  following	  the	  stream	  and	  
sewer	  lines,	  for	  approximately	  1,500	  feet.	  This	  access	  route	  is	  the	  farthest	  distance	  to	  reach	  the	  sewer	  
rehabilitation	  and	  stream	  restoration	  areas.	  The	  existing	  hiking	  trail	  is	  about	  10	  feet	  wide	  for	  the	  first	  400	  feet	  
past	  the	  Community	  Pool	  parking	  lot.	  There	  are	  four	  total	  stream	  crossings	  relating	  to	  this	  access	  route	  option.	  
After	  the	  first	  stream	  crossing	  the	  hiking	  trail	  narrows	  to	  about	  2	  feet	  wide.	  	  The	  underbrush	  through	  this	  access	  
route	  is	  mostly	  invasive	  species,	  although	  there	  are	  several	  trees	  and	  a	  few	  specimen	  trees	  that	  would	  most	  
likely	  need	  to	  be	  removed.	  A	  portion	  of	  this	  path	  is	  through	  a	  Forest	  Conservation	  Area	  that	  was	  put	  into	  place	  
by	  MNCPPC	  when	  the	  Viton	  Park	  Community	  Pool	  was	  built.	  This	  land	  is	  subject	  to	  an	  existing	  Forest	  
Conservation	  Plan	  and	  would	  require	  completing	  a	  new	  Forest	  Stand	  Delineation	  and	  updating	  the	  Forest	  
Conservation	  Plan.	  There	  is	  a	  stream	  closure	  period	  from	  March	  to	  July,	  meaning	  that	  the	  work	  cannot	  be	  done	  
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during	  those	  months.	  This	  could	  potentially	  mean	  that	  the	  work	  could	  take	  place	  in	  August	  and	  September,	  
disrupting	  the	  Community	  Pool	  during	  its	  open	  season.	  	  

This	  access	  route	  has	  its	  disadvantages	  from	  a	  social	  and	  potentially	  economic	  standpoint	  in	  that	  the	  roads	  the	  
construction	  vehicles	  and	  equipment	  would	  have	  to	  drive	  through	  to	  reach	  the	  Viton	  Park	  Community	  Pool	  are	  
very	  narrow	  and	  through	  highly	  residential	  areas.	  A	  similar	  access	  route,	  that	  would	  have	  required	  less	  travel	  
distance	  through	  these	  roads,	  was	  originally	  assessed	  back	  in	  2012	  and	  discounted	  due	  to	  this	  issue.	  	  

In	  regards	  to	  private	  property	  disturbance	  this	  path	  is	  mostly	  through	  the	  woods	  and	  there	  should	  only	  be	  slight	  
disturbance	  to	  the	  residents	  whose	  backyards	  are	  near	  the	  stream	  rehabilitation	  work	  in	  this	  project.	  The	  
stream	  rehabilitation	  will	  be	  present	  regardless	  of	  the	  access	  route	  option	  chosen.	  The	  parking	  lot	  at	  the	  start	  of	  
this	  access	  route	  would	  be	  used	  as	  the	  construction	  equipment	  staging	  area,	  which	  could	  potentially	  disrupt	  

Somerset	  Park	  has	  
the	  most	  impact	  in	  this	  access	  route	  as	  the	  route	  travels	  through	  the	  park,	  which	  is	  where	  the	  sewer	  and	  stream	  
rehabilitation	  work	  is	  located.	  	  

Figure	  1:	  Viton	  Park	  Community	  Pool	   	  Forest	  Conservation	  Area	  

	  

	  

ACCESS	  ROUTE	   	  OPTION	  B	  

Access	  
adjacent	  to	  the	  Parc	  Somerset	  condominium	  building	  traversing	  north	  into	  the	  woods	  approximately	  500	  feet.	  
This	  access	  route	  is	  the	  closest	  distance	  to	  access	  the	  rehabilitation	  work	  in	  Somerset	  Park.	  Somerset	  House	  is	  
private	  property	  with	  no	  WSSC	  right	  of	  ways;	  therefore	  an	  agreement	  would	  need	  to	  be	  reached	  with	  the	  ground	  
management	  company	  and	  the	  three	  condominium	  complexes	  that	  make	  up	  Somerset	  House.	  An	  initial	  meeting	  
was	  held	  with	  the	  property	  management	  manager	  as	  well	  as	  the	  Parc	  Somerset	  manager	  and	  several	  concerns	  
were	  given	  from	  them	  in	  the	  meeting,	  such	  as;	  loss	  of	  use	  of	  their	  only	  dog	  park,	  construction	  equipment	  
disrupting	  the	  residents,	  noise	  disturbance,	  aesthetic	  issues	  from	  construction	  fencing,	  etc.	  Somerset	  House	  has	  
approximately	  400	  units	  with	  residents	  that	  are	  very	  active	  in	  their	  community.	  The	  managers	  of	  Somerset	  
House	  have	  requested	  more	  time	  to	  create	  a	  comprehensive	  list	  of	  concerns	  for	  the	  project	  so	  only	  general	  
concerns	  are	  currently	  listed.	  An	  updated	  list	  of	  concerns	  from	  Somerset	  House	  should	  be	  available	  in	  a	  month.	  	  

A	  logistical	  issue	  with	  this	  access	  route	  is	  the	  access	  from	  Wisconsin	  Ave	  to	  the	  dog	  park	  behind	  Parc	  Somerset.	  
Somerset	  House	  is	  a	  gated	  community	  and	  the	  two	  entrance	  options	  are	  the	  main	  guard	  building	  off	  of	  
Wisconsin	  Ave	  which	  is	  a	  long	  distance	  from	  the	  dog	  park	  to	  drive	  large	  construction	  equipment	  through	  the	  
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complex.	  The	  other	  entrance	  is	  an	  electronic	  gate	  for	  residents.	  This	  access	  is	  closer	  to	  the	  dog	  park	  but	  the	  
electronic	  gate	  would	  most	  likely	  need	  to	  be	  removed	  for	  the	  larger	  equipment	  to	  access	  from	  this	  entrance.	  	  

Figure	  2:	  Dog	  Park	  next	  to	  Parc	  Somerset	  

	  

	  
ACCESS	  ROUTE	   	  OPTION	  C	  

Access	  Rou sin	  Avenue,	  just	  South	  of	  Dorset	  Avenue,	  traversing	  
southwest	  approximately	  1,000	  feet.	  This	  access	  route	  is	  extremely	  similar	  to	  the	  original	  proposed	  access	  route	  

2012.	  This	  route	  enters	  off	  of	  Wisconsin	  Ave	  after	  the	  Town	  of	  Somerset	  sign	  and	  
landscaping	  and	  between	  two	  Montgomery	  County	  trees	  onto	  Town	  of	  Somerset	  empty	  wooded	  lots	  leading	  to	  
Somerset	  Park.	  The	  original	  route	  in	  2012	  clipped	  the	  landscaping	  around	  the	  Town	  of	  Somerset	  sign.	  There	  is	  a	  
nearby	  area	  in	  Somerset	  Park	  that	  could	  be	  used	  as	  a	  staging	  area	  that	  would	  not	  require	  the	  removal	  of	  many	  
trees	  and	  would	  also	  be	  partly	  concealed	  from	  Town	  of	  Somerset	  residents.	  This	  entrance	  is	  very	  close	  to	  the	  
start	  of	  the	  stream	  and	  sewer	  rehabilitation	  work	  that	  is	  to	  take	  place	  in	  Somerset	  Park.	  Access	  off	  of	  Wisconsin	  
Ave	  would	  involve	  extensive	  traffic	  control	  but	  the	  option	  does	  not	  encroach	  on	  the	  narrow	  roads	  in	  the	  Town	  of	  
Somerset	  and	  the	  construction	  staging	  area	  would	  be	  away	  from	  residents	  very	  close	  to	  the	  rehabilitation	  work.	  	  
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Figure	  3:	  Corner	  of	  Dorset	  Ave	  and	  Wisconsin	  Ave.	  

	  

	  

RECOMMENDATION	  	  

	  that	  of	  these	  three	  options	  Option	  C	  is	  the	  best	  option	  for	  this	  sewer	  rehabilitation	  and	  
stream	  restoration	  work.	  From	  an	  Environmental	  standpoint	  Options	  B	  and	  C	  are	  very	  similar	  in	  terms	  of	  
necessary	  tree	  clearing.	  Option	  A	  requires	  more	  clearing	  than	  the	  other	  options.	  Option	  A	  also	  has	  the	  Forest	  
Conservation	  Area,	  which	  should	  not	  be	  an	  interference	  with	  the	  other	  access	  route	  options.	  	  

	  While	  Options	  B	  and	  C	  have	  very	  similar	  impacts	  environmentally	  it	  is	  the	  social	  and	  economic	  aspects	  that	  
make	  Option	  C	  the	  better	  choice	  over	  Option	  B.	  From	  a	  social	  and	  economic	  standpoint	  Option	  B	  is	  not	  the	  best	  
option.	  Access	  for	  Option	  B	  is	  through	  the	  private	  property	  at	  Somerset	  House,	  which	  has	  approximately	  400	  
units.	  The	  Town	  of	  Somerset	  has	  approximately	  400	  homes,	  though	  only	  a	  few	  of	  those	  are	  near	  this	  work.	  
Option	  B	  would	  require	  extensive	  negotiation	  with	  Somerset	  House.	  Somerset	  House	  management	  may	  also	  
deny	  WSSC	  access	  for	  this	  route,	  they	  have	  been	  informed	  of	  this	  project	  but	  have	  not	  
answer	  as	  to	  whether	  they	  are	  willing	  to	  work	  with	  WSSC.	  Access	  off	  of	  Wisconsin	  Ave	  in	  Option	  C	  avoids	  the	  
direct	  disturbance	  of	  Somerset	  House	  and	  minimizes	  the	  disturbance	  to	  the	  residents	  in	  the	  Town	  of	  Somerset.	  	  

e	  
design	  drawings	  would	  not	  require	  extensive	  re-‐design.	  	  

Option	  C	  is	  best	  option	  for	  this	  rehabilitation	  work.	  	  

	  


